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1 . In compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97, submitted on the attached form herewith is a list of patents, publications 
or other information which are requested to be made of record in this application. This Information Disclosure Statement 
is not an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be 
an admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined 
in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b). 

2. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made. 

3. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner initial the attached form after reviewing the pertinence of 
each reference. 

4. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .98 (a)(2)(H), copies of each cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application 
publication are not enclosed herewith. 
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an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on the 
date appearing below. 
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5. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(d), copies of references listed on the attached form that were submitted to or cited 
by the Office in a related application upon which the instant application relies for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 
are not enclosed. Related application(s) in which references were submitted to or cited by the Office are as follows: 



RELATED APPLICATION 


U. S. SERIAL NUMBER 


FILING DATE 
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If this is inconvenient, additional copies will be submitted upon request. 
6. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97, (check one) 

the attached information is filed within three months of the filing date of the captioned case. 



□ 



□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



the attached information is filed more than three months after the filing date but prior to the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits. 

the attached information is filed before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination under §1.114. 

the attached information is being filed more than three months after the filing date and after the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application. The enclosed authorization is therefore given to charge Deposit 
Account No. 1 3-2755 for the fee required under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p). 

each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Statement. 

each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and this communication was not received by any individual 
designated in §1. 56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement 

no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated under 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Statement. 
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